
Week One Focus
UNITY

Scripture Focus
EPHESIANS

Day of Fasting

MONDAY – JANUARY 5

/DAY FIVE
Friday, January 9
Christian Unity Is of Ultimate Importance

Jesus prayed, “I pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you
are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may they be in us so that the world will
believe you sent me. May they experience such perfect unity that the world will
know that you sent me and that you love them as much as you love me.” (John
17:21, 23 NIV)

POINT TO PONDER:  Unity among Christians brings a witness of Jesus to the
world.

QUESTION TO CONSIDER: How do factions and divisions between churches
and among Christians hinder the spread of the Gospel?

PRAYER:  Lord Jesus, bring unity to your Body so that your name will be
made famous.  Let our light shine brightly so that people will see your love in
us and be drawn to you.
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/DAY SIX
Saturday, January 10

God Sees Us All The Same In Christ

You were all baptized into Christ, and so you were all clothed with Christ. This
means that you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. In Christ,
there is no difference between Jew and Greek, slave and free person, male and
female.  You are all the same in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:26-28, NCV)

POINT TO PONDER:  The world and our flesh would cause us to value people
differently, but God says there is “no difference.”  Christ followers are all inthe
same in Him.

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  Why is it so easy for us to esteem some of our
brothers and sister higher than others?

PRAYER:  Dear Father, give me your eyes to see the beauty of your Church
and the value of each of my brothers and sister in Christ.  Help me to express
this in my words and actions.



MAKE US ONE
/DAY ONE
Monday, January 5

Today we will all read the book of Ephesians together.  It is a letter written by
Paul in about 62 AD to the church in Ephesus, which was a large seaport city
on western coast of Asia Minor (modern day Turkey).  Paul is writing while
he is under house arrest in Rome, awaiting trial before Nero, the Roman
Emperor.

/DAY TWO
Tuesday, January 6
One Voice and One Heart

May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity
among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, so that with one heart and voice
you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 15:5-6
NIV)

POINT TO PONDER:  Unity…one heart…one voice…glorifying God the Father!
Wow!

QUESTION TO CONSIDER:  What does it mean for a church to have one heart
and one voice?  Would this not be a real threat to our enemy, Satan?

PRAYER:  God, you gave me my voice and I am to use it for your glory.  But my
voice alone is not all that matters.  It’s my voice as a part of a chorus of voices.
Give us one song and one message in our hearts, and let us declare it with one
voice.

/DAY THREE
Wednesday, January 7
Unity in Diversity

Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, so it is
with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each
other. (Romans 12:5-6 NLT)

POINT TO PONDER:  Unity is not the absence of diversity.  It is oneness of
purpose and mission that expresses itself in the diversity of gifts and functions.
The Church functioning as a body with many parts is the most powerful force
one earth.

QUESTION TO CONSIDER: Are you using your gifts, abilities, and talents so
that the church is strengthen in unity and its message is made stronger and
clearer?

PRAYER:  Holy Spirit, it is by your power that the church is formed as a
dynamic force.  We are Christ’s Body.  Help me to celebrate this diversity and
see it as a great gift from you.

/DAY FOUR
Thursday, January 8
Maintaining Unity Can Be A Challenge

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.
(Ephesians 4:2-3 NIV)

POINT TO PONDER: “Make every effort” means that unity will take diligence
and work.  It will not just happen.  It will require our overcoming the world,
resisting Satan and conquering our own self-centeredness.

QUESTION TO CONSIDER: Do the virtues of humility, gentleness, and patience
with others characterize your life?

PRAYER:  Jesus, make me more like you.  I want to be a person of peace.  It is
hard for me to pray this, but I truly want pride to be gone from my life.  I want
meekness, kindness and gentleness and patience to be the fruit of my life.


